
Teachers: please feel free to make a copy of  thisdocument and adjust it to your classroom needs.
You can do that by going to File-->Make a Copy. At the bottom of  the document, you will find an
answer key.

Antebellum Reform Movements

As you watch the video and complete the reading that your teacher has shared, add to the chart below.

Causes of  Reform Movements Types of  Reform Movements ⇨Results of  Reform Movements



Access the guided tour for this lesson Women's Rights National Historic Park: Guided-Tour and answer the
questions below.

1. What happened at Wesleyan Chapel in 1848?

2. Abby Kelley encouraged the local townspeople to examine how their beliefs about slavery and their actions
aligned, resulting in the division of  many churchcongregations and the formation of  Wesleyan Methodist.
She argued that it was not enough to hold private beliefs, but that individuals had to actively fight against
slavery.  What connections can you make between this and modern social movements?

3. What do you notice about the chapel? How does it compare to other religious buildings you have been in?

4. Who were the five women who helped organize the convention and why did they only take nine days to plan
it?

5. How did the different life experiences of  Susan B.Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton lead them to play
different roles in the movement?

6. Why does the ranger note that the women's rights movement is a "marathon, not a sprint"? Do you agree
with her?

3, 2, 1 Exit Ticket
● Reflect on the list of  reasons for reform that youdeveloped over the course of  the class period. Choose

three reasons that you think were important factors leading to the emergence of  the women's rights
movement and explain why you chose them.

● List two new things you learned today.
● Identify one question you have or an idea that is still puzzling or confusing to you.

https://cyark.org/projects/womens-rights-national-historic-park/Guided-Tour/snc-en


Antebellum Reform Movements--ANSWER KEY

As you watch the video and complete the reading that your teacher has shared, add to the chart below.

Causes of  Reform Movements Types of  Reform Movements ⇨Results of  Reform Movements

● Improvements to
transportation and printing
technologies

● More leisure time and
money: people could devote
time to reform

● Growth of  cities
● Legacy of  the American

Revolution
● 2nd Great Awakening

○ Emphasis on good
works

○ Women in
leadership roles

○ Examination of
personal values

● Response to
industrialization

● Response to immigration
● Belief  in individualism
● Development of  utopian

societies
● Limitation of  women’s

ability to own property,
attend college, take on
specific jobs

● Transcendentalist
movement

○ Challenge to societal
norms

● Temperance ● Formation of  temperance
societies, passage of  Maine
Laws (blue laws) limit when
you can get alcohol

● Education ● Improved teacher training,
curriculum, and free public
schools in some Northern
states

● Leadership of  Horace Mann

● Asylums and Prison Reform ● Development of  separate
facilities for prisoners and
the mentally ill

● Leadership of  Dorothea Dix

● Abolition ● Increasing # of  rebellions by
enslaved people, formation
of  abolitionist groups, use of
the Underground Railroad
to help enslaved people
reach freedom

● Women’s Rights ● Seneca Falls convention,
publication of  Declaration
of  Sentiments

● No right to vote until 1920,
voting rights still limited for
women of  color beyond that

(Students may have identified
others from prior
knowledge)

Access the guided tour for this lesson Women's Rights National Historic Park: Guided-Tour and answer the
questions below.

1. What happened at Wesleyan Chapel in 1848?
A meeting of  ~300 people to discuss issues of  women’srights.
Published the Declaration of  Sentiments.
Often named as the beginning of  the women’s suffragemovement.

https://cyark.org/projects/womens-rights-national-historic-park/Guided-Tour/snc-en


2. Abby Kelley encouraged the local townspeople to examine how their beliefs about slavery and their actions
aligned, resulting in the division of  many churchcongregations and the formation of  Wesleyan Methodist.
She argued that it was not enough to hold private beliefs, but that individuals had to actively fight against
slavery.  What connections can you make between this and modern social movements?

Recent discussion about anti-racism work has noted that it’s not enough to say or believe that one is not racist, but rather individuals
must take action to dismantle racism and white supremacy.

3. What do you notice about the chapel? How does it compare to other religious buildings you have been in?
The chapel is quite simple and not very highly decorated as compared to some other Christian churches. This may reflect that it was built
relatively quickly or that the focus was more on the people and their actions rather than the chapel’s appearance.

4. Who were the five women who helped organize the convention and why did they only take nine days to plan
it?

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Martha Coffin Wright, Jane Hunt, and Marianne McClintock planned the convention. They
had to do it quickly because Mott was just visiting and they wanted to have the meeting while she was in town.

5. How did the different life experiences of  Susan B.Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton lead them to play
different roles in the movement?

Susan B. Anthony was single with no children, while Elizabeth Cady Stanton had seven children! She was less able to travel and
lecture, but was known as the intellectual powerhouse and the speech writer behind the movement.

6. Why does the ranger note that the women's rights movement is a "marathon, not a sprint"? Do you agree
with her?

The women’s suffrage amendment was not ratified until 1920, and still at that time many women of  colorwere prevented from exercising
their right to vote. This means that it took a very long time for women to gain their voting rights. There are still gender inequities.

3, 2, 1 Exit Ticket--answers will vary
● Reflect on the list of  reasons for reform that youdeveloped over the course of  the class period. Choose

three reasons that you think were important factors leading to the emergence of  the women's rights
movement and explain why you chose them.

● List two new things you learned today.
● Identify one question you have or an idea that is still puzzling or confusing to you.


